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Dear Editor,

We thank Wijayabahu AT for her comments on our article [1].
Our study was based on the Taiwan Cancer Registry (TCR), which
was established by the Ministry of Health and Welfare in 1979 to
estimate cancer incidence among all civilian residents in Taiwan.
TCR is an online, publicly accessible aggregate dataset, which col-
lects newly diagnosed cases of cancer on an annual basis. Although
we understandWijayabahu's concern regarding the need to include
the most current data (2011e2016), the most updated TCR annual
report was released for the year 2012 at the time of our submission
on 28 August 2015 and acceptance on 18 September 2015 [2]. To
avoid comparing the change in incidence and the lifetime risk of
uterine corpus cancer over different-length intervals, populated-
based data on uterine corpus cancer incidence were compared us-
ing 5-year intervals from 1991 to 2010.

We agreewithWijayabahu that the retrospective analysis of risk
factors associated with the uterine corpus cancer among Taiwanese
womenwould definitely bemore informative to our readers. Unfor-
tunately, being an on-line, publicly accessible aggregate dataset,
TCR does not contain any information on the changes in lifestyle
and practice. To our understanding, a population-based dataset
that allows the examination of changing lifestyle and practices
does not exist in any countries for any ethnic groups. Alternatively,
a nationwide self-reported questionnaire survey might potentially
be possible to investigate the risk factors associated with uterine
corpus cancer among Taiwanese women, but such analysis is
beyond the scope of this study.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tjog.2017.04.036
1028-4559/© 2017 Taiwan Association of Obstetrics & Gynecology. Publishing services b
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
We concur with Wijayabahu's opinion that a proper standard
population is critical for direct age-standardization. Since the
Taiwanese population is much younger than most developed coun-
tries, including the United States [3], standardization using the
2000 World Standard Population would yield lower age-
standardized incidence rates of uterine corpus cancer. Despite the
lack of an appropriate standard population that reflects the age dis-
tribution similar to that of the Taiwanese population, the standard-
ized rates using 2000 World Standard Population are still required
to make international comparisons more meaningful.
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