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Intrauterine balloon tamponade for uterine artery pseudoaneurysm:
Some concerns about the procedure and indications
Dear Editor:

We read with interest the report by Takeda et al. on the use of
intrauterine balloon tamponade for treatment and obliteration of
a ruptured uterine artery pseudoaneurysm (UAP) [1]. We congrat-
ulate the authors for their success; their work has confirmed that
balloon treatment is feasible in some situations to treat an intra-
uterine UAP, as reported byWang et al., in 2016 [2]. However, before
this procedure can be recommended for wider use, some details
should be clarified. First, did any cases have retained tissue
requiring manual removal after balloon tamponade? Irregular
thrombosis formation associated with a leaking vessel is involved
in the pathogenesis of UAP. Although dilation and curettage may
be dangerous in the treatment of an unruptured UAP in most cases,
if blood flow is absent, removal of retained thrombosed tissue is
considered possible or even essential to prevent recurrence. Sec-
ond, did all UAPs have a single feeding vessel? Dual feeding vessels
may occur in some cases, requiring dual embolization of associated
vessels, such as the uterine artery and ovarian artery, to achieve he-
mostasis when embolization is selected [3]. However, if intrauter-
ine balloon tamponade is effective for the treatment of dual
feeding vessels in UAP, choosing this technique will avoid adverse
effects on fertility. Third, we noted that balloon inflation to
30e200 ml was required to terminate bleeding, corresponding to
a balloon diameter of 3.9e7.22 cm. What were the sizes of the
UAPs when diagnosed? What is the UAP size limit for use of a
balloon?
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tjog.2018.10.031
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